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Reflection on Grammarly and RefWorks
Grammarly is one of the important resources that can be used by anyone to improve their writing in their academic journey. For me, Grammarly has gone a long way in improving my writing by identifying various issues in my writing and finding alternative ways for me to express my ideas in my writing. Even though from its name “Grammarly” it seems as if this tool is mainly useful in improving grammar, the fact is that I have realized that it is an all-round tool that can be used to better and improve the writing of anyone on various aspects of writing. Such aspects of writing include correct word positioning in sentences, spelling, subject-verb agreements and voice of the author in a piece of writing.
My experience with Grammarly has been fascinating as I have learned a lot every time I have interacted and used Grammarly to check, correct and proofread my writing assignments. From the use of Grammarly, the top three issues that have been uncovered in my writing by Grammarly are wordiness, dangling identifier and vocabulary. Whenever I write, I realize that there are some parts in my paragraph that are regarded by Grammarly as wordiness because they contain longer sentences. Even though sometimes I have always wondered why such sentences are regarded as wordy, but in the process, I have learned that there can be better ways of expressing the same ideas precisely without using so many words that can create wordiness in my writing.
Apart from wordiness, Grammarly has often identified dangling identifiers in my writing which means that I started sentences with phrases that lacked a subject phrase and so were identified as dangling identifiers. This has always surprised me and it has been difficult for me to tell how to deal with it and eliminate it from my writing but as I continue using Grammarly, I have realized that I am beginning my sentences in better ways that contain subject phrases. Vocabulary is another very important issue that Grammarly has uncovered in my writing. When I started using it, I realized that I was using weaker or poor alternatives in terms of vocabulary in my writing and as such, my writing sounded of a low academic level. However, with the continued use of Grammarly, I have learned to choose better vocabularies to communicate my points in my writing and this has significantly and positively improved my writing.
Some of the feedback that Grammarly provided on m writing includes issues of voice. Sometimes Grammarly provides feedback that indicates that my text sounds authoritative especially when I am writing responses and replies to discussions. Regarding wordiness, Grammarly always provides a guideline on improving the text by suggesting that I should consider revising some of the sentences in my text to make it sound better and also to ensure it is grammatically correct. From the various feedbacks and explanations provided by Grammarly, I was able to learn a lot about writing perfect academic papers that are grammatically correct. I was also able to learn about how to punctuate clearly, especially hen using brackets, apostrophes, commas and creating complex, grammatically correct sentences without creating wordiness in writing. Therefore, the feedback and explanations provided by the Grammarly tool were useful.
Grammarly is useful but I would not use it to proofread my paper entirely. This is because sometimes that are some writing mistakes that cannot be corrected by Grammarly given that it is just an artificial intelligence software that checks the text and ties to offer suggestions to improve it. It requires my own input and judgement regarding certain words, punctuations and phrases to make sure that the points I communicate remain with the meaning that I intended them to have. Therefore, despite being useful, I would use it to proofread the whole of my paper but I will not entirely depend on it. However, I will continue using Grammarly for my future class and work writing to ensure that I write perfect papers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have not used RefWorks but I plan to use it in future, especially in academic papers where I am required to acknowledge and give credit to sources of information that I use to support my ideas in writing, I believe that RefWorks will be very useful in helpful. I will use it to organize my sources and to cite and write reference lists in my academic papers correctly.
